


Dear Friends,  
 
This is your personal invitation to participate in our annual tradition of STAR WORDS. Every year, on  
Epiphany Sunday, we invite you to draw a word (printed on a star) during worship, and receive that word as 
God’s word for you in the new year. Just like the magi followed the star, we encourage you to let your word 
guide you. Put your star somewhere you will see it every day! Your refrigerator, desk, bathroom  
mirror, the dashboard of your car, whatever works for you. Ponder the word with all its shades of meaning, 
and wonder how your word might challenge, encourage, and enlighten you throughout the year. 
 
My word for 2021 was “confidence.” Many, many times in 2021, I was called to ACT with confidence: selling 
my home in Meriden, moving to a new neighborhood here in Topeka, preaching sermons, offering spiritual 
care to people in some very difficult situations, engaging in tough (yet productive) conversations, hiring new 
staff (our amazing Allison Brewer, Director of Family Ministries), and much more. There were also many 
moments when I had to FIND confidence not in my own abilities, but in the knowledge that God was at 
work in my life, always loving me and leading me.   
 
I also did some things to BUILD my confidence in 2021. I started working out at my local gym, incorporating 
more strength training than I ever had before. After a 30 year hiatus, I started taking piano lessons again.  
And, I met with a counselor on a regular basis, to work through my feelings of grief, loss, and uncertainty 
after losing my husband Rod late last year.   
 
I’m excited to see what my word will be for 2022, and to see what YOURS is, too!  If you did not make it to 
worship on Sunday, January 2 you can still stop by the office throughout the month of January and draw a 
word—we’ll have them available in a basket at the front desk. You can also ask us to mail one to you, and 
we will joyfully do so.   
 
Even without a Star Word, even in the midst of a pandemic, God is always loving us and leading us. Thanks 
be to God for all the blessings of 2021, and all the blessings that are on the way in 2022!   
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Sandra Brown 

From the Heart: January 2022                           by Sandra Brown                                                       

Cover photo:  Jay and Pat Gideon walk hand in hand into the sanctuary for Sunday worship. Photo by Leah Gabler-
Marshall. 

Commitment Cards for 2022  
Please remember to fill out and turn in your 2022 Commitment Card. Extra copies can be found in the  
sanctuary and at the front desk at the church. Thank you for blessing the ministries of our church and  
helping live out our mission of loving God, loving neighbors, and living with purpose! 
 

Offering Envelopes 
If you requested offering envelopes for 2022, you may pick them up on from the church office. If you didn’t 
request envelopes but would like to have envelopes, please call the church office at 785-233-9601.  



Family Ministries                                                       by Allison Brewer 

Family Service Day Sunday—January 16, 2022 
 

In honor of the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., join us (your  
entire family!) on January 16, 2022 to perform service projects 
perfect for children of all ages. We will gather in Disciples Hall 
after 10:30 a.m. worship to eat lunch and complete a variety of 
projects. We will plan to wrap up the day by 2 p.m. If you and 
your family can make it that day, please let Allison know as soon 
as possible so that projects can be organized. Lunch will be pro-
vided for those who let Allison know by Wednesday, January 12, 
2022. You can send an email to abrewer@fpctopeka.org, or call 
785.233.9601, ext. 106. 
 

Zoom and In-Person Sunday School 
  

Children’s Sunday school will continue this January in a 
hybrid style. Families who feel comfortable attending 
in-person can drop off Kindergarten through 5th graders 
in room 102 after 9:15 a.m. Your Sunday school teachers, 
Roger, Jessica, Allison and Jennifer, plan fun lessons each 
week with Bible stories, discussion, videos, music and 
more! If you would like Sunday School materials for 
attending via Zoom, please let Allison know. Younger  
children can attend Sunday school in room 104 with our 
childcare providers, Becky and Chris.   
 

Sunday Morning Childcare and Nursery 
 

For families who would like to use childcare on Sunday mornings we are blessed with two loving and won-
derful caregivers. At 9:15 a.m. each Sunday the room 104 is open and staffed by two trained staff, or  
volunteers, if needed. Children will have fun ac-
tivities and snacks available. Any child aged 6 
weeks to Kindergarteners are welcome. If your 
child does not meet the age limits but needs 
more support please contact Allison at 615-500-
8559. 
  

Celebrating the Angel Tree 
 

Thank you for your generous donations to the  
angel tree benefitting Adventures in Early Learn-
ing Center that is housed in our church. Each 
teacher received a lovely gift and gift card and 
there were many gifts given to help support their 
programs  and teach children in our community.  



Family Ministries Family Ministries                                                        

December Celebrations with Families 
 

It was a joy to celebrate the Advent 
season with families! We had many 
families participate in online and in-
person Sunday School. It was a blessing 
to have several families help light the 
Advent candles during worship each 
week.  
 

On December 10, families and friends 
were able to share Christmas Joy with 
dinner and a special appearance from 
Santa Claus. The last Sunday in Advent 
was a joyous occasion as 20 children 
and adults dressed in costume for a 
lively and special Nativity Parade. Spe-
cial thanks to all of the parents and vol-
unteers who made this Advent such a 
special time for so many! 

 
  
 



Thank You for a Successful Blood Drive 

Tasty Tuesdays Resume January 11, 2022 

It’s time to restart our Tasty Tuesdays group!  We will gather again on Tuesday, January 11 at 11:30 a.m. at 
G's Cheesecake and More, located at 821 SW 21st Street. This group is open to anyone who would like to 
enjoy fellowship and a meal at a local restaurant. For more information about Tasty Tuesdays, please  
contact Patty Foster at 785-273-5336. 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
  
CONGRATULATIONS on going NINE UNITS OVER your goal for your blood 
drive on December 16! What an outstanding blood drive! Our staff  
collected 37 pints of blood. These pints have the potential to save up to 
111 lives—that’s FANTASTIC! 
  
Our staff had a lot of great things to say about you, the donors, and the 
overall drive: “This drive was amazing! The donors were such a pleasure, 
Julie the church coordinator was fantastic, and this was exactly the kind 
of outcome we needed after this crazy week!” 
  
You and your donors helped the American Red Cross fulfill our mission of 
providing life-saving blood to those in need. We truly appreciate your 
support, and patients do, too! Please thank your donors on our behalf for 
their selfless generosity and thank you for working so hard to make your 
blood drive such a success, especially during our critical need for blood and low donor turnout season. 
  
Susan Fahler 
American Red Cross Account Manager 
Blood Services Region/Central Plains 

Dinners for Eight 

After two years of not being able to meet, Dinners for Eight is being organized again. Dinners for Eight is a 
fellowship opportunity that has been a part of the life of First Presbyterian Church for many years. It offers 
an excellent opportunity to meet and get better acquainted with 
members of our church families. The groups meet 4 times in homes – 
with all sharing in providing the food – or in a local restaurant. The 
members of each group set their own schedule of time, dates and 
place. All singles and couples are invited to consider being a part of 
this fun fellowship activity. 
 
Groups will be formed in January 2022 so they can begin meeting in 
February. If you are interested in becoming part of this fun activity, please call or email Norma Pettijohn 
(785-272-3955, npett4@aol.com) or Patty Foster (785-273-5336, djpmfoster@cox.net) by January 15. You 
can also sign up on the sheet on the information table in Disciples Hall. 

Bob Keickheisen donates blood at the 

FPC Blood Drive, December 16. 



  

2021 All-Church Goals 

 
    100,000    100,000       1,000      Every member  

       meals              prayers   invitations      receives a visit 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Total as of                   Total as of                    Total as of     Visits are ongoing  

  December 30:        December 26:      December 26:             by pastors, session 

       59,098    30,245        827           members & deacons 

Matthew 25 — All Church Goals 

It’s also time to report for December! Enter your totals using the online form at www.fpctopeka.org/
matthew-25/. You can also mail your December prayer tracker sheet to the office, or call the office at (785) 
233-9601 to record your totals. You can download copies of the prayer trackers on the Matthew 25 
webpage. If you have not yet reported your individual prayers/invitations/meals for November (team lead-
ers please report your group’s meals and prayers), it’s not too late. Your numbers will be added to the run-
ning total. Thank you to our wonderful congregation for contributing to our 2021 all-church goals!  

December Session Highlights 
 

The session met in December at the home of Sandra 
Brown and reconfirmed that members of First Presby-
terian tend to be good cooks. While enjoying the food 
we shared, a business meeting broke out, and we did 
conduct some important business. 
 
• The session approved a proposal from the Neigh-

borhood Ministries Team to establish a credit card 
for use at ALDI grocery stores to purchase food for 
distribution each week. 

• Salary increases for the staff were approved and 
will be figured into the budget for 2022. 

• The session was apprised of Lori Hennessey’s plans 
to retire at the end of December. The session ex-
pressed appreciation for her remarkable contribu-
tions to the church over the last several years. 

• A session retreat is scheduled for January 15 to 
plan for the coming year. 

• The annual meeting will be held February 27. 

Socks, Hats & Gloves  

Cold winter temperatures mean that many of our 
neighbors who are experiencing homelessness, or 
who live in substandard housing, may not have 
access to socks, hats and gloves to stay warm. 
 

We are accepting donations of adult-size (men 
and women’s) good quality/warm socks, stocking 
hats and gloves to pass out on Wednesdays at the 
FPC Food Share ministry. These items can be  
donated new, or can be gently used and clean. 
Donations can be dropped off at the front desk at 
the church. 
 

Thank You, Kathy Pauls 
 

A very special thank you to Kathy Pauls who has 
made warm knitted prayer shawls to give to our 
FPC Food Share ministry neighbors. The prayer 
shawls have been so appreciated by the recipients 
and are a true blessing. Thank you, Kathy for  
loving and blessing our neighbors! 
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First Presbyterian Church 
817 SW Harrison Street 
Topeka KS  66612-1607 

Website: www.fpctopeka.org 
Email: info@fpctopeka.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/topekafpc 
(785) 233-9601   Fax: (785) 232-4402 

 
Ministers 

All the Members of the Congregation 
 

Pastors 
Sandra Brown, Pastor 

Pat Yancey, Commissioned Associate Pastor 
Neil Weatherhogg, Pastor Emeritus 

 
Program Staff 

Allison Brewer, Director of Family Ministries 
Carrie Riordan, Director of Communications 

 
Music Staff 

Dr. Kevin Kellim, Director of Music 
Dr. Cynthia Neufeld Smith, Organist 
Norma Pettijohn, Organist Emeritus 
Dr. Mark Pudwill, Assistant Organist 

 
Support Staff 

Will Hartner, Videographer 
Mark Ingle, Maintenance Supervisor 
Steve Johnson, Part-time Custodian 

 

FPC MESSENGER (UPS315-640) is edited by Carrie Riordan and published monthly by First Presbyterian Church,  
817 SW Harrison Street, Topeka, Kansas 66612-1691; phone 785-233-9601. Periodical Postage paid at Topeka, Kansas. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to FPC MESSENGER, 817 SW Harrison, Topeka, Kansas 66612-1691 or call  
785-233-9601. Contact: criordan@fpctopeka.org. Website: www.fpctopeka.org. 

The deadline to submit items for the February 2022 Messenger is January 18, 2022.  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Thad Allton—1 

Dorothy Jones—2 

Tayler Foster—3 

Sheryl Daniels—4 

Anne Crawford—4 

James Owen—4 

Ian Anabe—5 

Julie Jensen—9 

Jay Mastin—10 

Barb Conant—14 

Judy Knoll—14 

Bernice Hejtmanek—16 

 

Hal & Jean Gardner—1 

Larry & Kay Wischropp—8 

John & Barbara Stauffer—18 

 

 

 

Karolynn Ross—17 

Janet Weatherhogg—17 

Suki DeAnda—17 

Mitchell Lady—18 

Michelle Sailors—20 

Lorraine Hyle—21 

Allison Ho—21 

Garrett Adams—21 

Ardie Pettygrove—23 

Ed Lakin—27 

Terri Warrem—28 

Greg VanSickle—30 

 


