From the Heart: August 2022

by Sandra Brown

Dear Friends,
Sooner or later, nearly all of us will deal with illness, disease, or injury—either our own or a loved one’s.
When we are sick and hurting, we naturally want to “get better.” The desire for healing is by far the most
common prayer request we receive as a church.
On July 24, I began a four-week sermon series on Healing and Wholeness. We started the series by taking a
look at the story of Jesus healing the man born blind, as told in the Gospel of John. We learned that blindness and sight can take many forms! We also learned to ask NOT “what did somebody do wrong that they
are sick?” but to ask “how are God’s works being revealed in this situation?” And “how can we make more
space for people with varied abilities?” And “what needs healing in my own life?” (It’s not always physical
illness).
In coming weeks, we’ll look at some classic healing stories: Jesus and the hemorrhaging woman in the Gospel of Mark, the casting out of demons in multiple Gospels, and the wonderful—and humorous—story of
Elisha healing Naaman the Syrian of his leprosy in the Old (First) Testament book of 2 Kings. We’ll weave in
many other biblical stories of healing, too.
To cap off our series, we’ll have a Service of Wholeness in the chapel after worship on Sunday, August 14.
This will be a brief, 15 to 20-minute service of worship, beginning at approximately 11:45 a.m. In addition to
music, prayer and scripture, this service will include the opportunity to receive the laying on of hands and
anointing with oil, for those who desire it. You are invited to come for yourself, OR on behalf of a loved one.
I believe that healing happens all the time. It may look different than we expect. It may take forms that
shock and surprise us. But we worship a God who longs for our well-being, and delights in making us whole.
Yours in Christ,

Sandra Brown
P. S. Who do you know who might benefit from
hearing this series, or attending our Service of
Wholeness? This is a great chance to invite someone new to explore what our church has to offer.
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Session Highlights for July
•
•
•
•
•

The Property Committee is pursuing bids to repair one of the Tiffany jewel windows; they also cautioned
the session to anticipate high fuel costs in the coming year.
The session authorized Sandra to appoint a commissioner to the Presbytery of Northern KS in August.
Bill Nichols was approved to be an additional check signer for the church accounts.
Lists of committee/team members for the 2022–2023 year were approved.
Sandra will offer training for potential liturgists to assist in worship.
Committee Rosters for 2022-2023
(Does not include several task groups. Teams/committees always welcome new members. There is room for you!)

Adult Education
(under development)
Children and Family Ministries
John Dorsey (elder and chair)
Becky Foster
Emily McGee
Susan Rowell
Jennifer Wolff
Allison Brewer (staff)

Neighborhood Ministries
Jill Adams
Robert Baer
Steve Crouch
Hank Ernst
Rick Friedstrom
Leah Gabler-Marshall (elder/chair)
Gayle Hunter
Julie Jenson
Julie Lady
Walt Menninger
Marlou Wegener
Carrie Riordan (staff)
Patrick Yancey (staff)

Fellowship
Pat/John Dorsey (elder)
Marlene Geyser
Chris and Jeff Gustin
Julie Jensen
Personnel
Beth Johnston
Bruce Cooper (co-chair)
Herman (elder) and Carlene (chair) Sue Ohlde (co-chair)
Jones
Linda Nantz
Julie Lady
Claudia Perney
Shirley and Jim Martin
Melissa Renick (elder)
Norma Pettijohn (elder)
Warren Watson
Susan and Bill Rowell
Sandra Brown (staff)
Marlou Wegener
Patrick Yancey (staff)
Pat Yancey (staff)
Property
Finance/Stewardship
Dick Adams
Walt Menninger (elder)
Jerry Foster (elder)
Bill Nichols (elder and chair)
Dean Hill
Jessica Roberts
Ed Lakin
John Stauffer
Jane (chair) and Jim
Roger Basinger (treasurer)
(elder) Owen
Sandra Brown (staff)
Bruce Perney
Patrick Yancey (staff)
Gene Schoettlin
Mark Ingle (staff)
Patrick Yancey (staff)

Worship
Anita Jacoby (elder and chair)
Robert and Connie Baer
Deanna Heilman
Sara Keckeisen
Gordon McQuere
Jim Owen (elder)
Justin Roberts
Sandra Brown (staff)
Kevin Kellim (staff)
Cynthia Neufeld Smith (staff)
Youth Ministry Team
Becky Foster (volunteer)
Jailey Garringer (youth)
Herman Jones (elder and chair)
Beth Johnston (elder)
Carmen Martinez (youth)
Marty Snyder (volunteer)
Linda Viera (volunteer)
Patrick Yancey (staff)

Photo: Tasty Tuesday lunch at SPIN! Pizza on July 12.

FIRST Families

by Allison Brewer

Back-To-School Blessings
The start of the school year can be an exciting and nerve-racking
time for teachers and students. As a congregation, we would like to
bless teachers and students with prayers and support for the year
ahead. Students of all ages, and teachers at all stages, are invited to
be a part of our Back-to-School Blessing during worship on Sunday,
August 14! Bring your backpack, work bag, laptop or other item to
represent your readiness for the new year, and it will be blessed!

Third Grade Bible Presentation
It is a great pleasure for First Families to be part of presenting Bibles to third graders on behalf of our
church each year. We have several students receiving Bibles this year, and do not want to miss a child who
may not be on our list. If you have a child or grandchild entering third grade this year who would like to receive a Bible, please reach out to Allison by August 14. Bible presentations will be during worship on August
21, with a FIRST Families fun event to follow.

FIRST Families Lunch and Movie
To celebrate the start of the school year and to recognize the milestone of third grade Bibles, the Children
and Family Ministries team will host a movie afternoon on Sunday, August 21, following worship. Lunch will
be provided and we will view a family-friendly film beginning at 12:30 p.m. Parents and grandparents are
invited to stay for lunch and the movie.

Summer Science Fun
Join us on the church playground at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday, August 28, for summer science fun! Children of
all ages are invited to come and learn about God through science and fun with friends. We will wrap up by
10:15 a.m. to be ready for worship at 10:30 a.m.

Worship Boxes
We each learn about and grow with God through
worship in our own ways. In the sanctuary you will
find worship boxes filled with items to help you feel
comfortable and find your best way to worship God.
There are fidget items, Bibles, activity sheets, and
more. Feel free to see what the boxes have to offer
and be sure to point them out to families with children who might also benefit. Special thanks to Ethan
McGee for helping fill and deliver the worship boxes.
He used the volunteer hours toward his scouting
requirements. Way to go Ethan!

Sunday School Dates to Remember
On September 11 we will celebrate the return to
Sunday School for all ages. Mark your calendars and
plan to attend the all-church Sunday School kick-off
breakfast that day. Sunday School lessons will officially
start for all on September 18.

Photo: Ethan McGee helped put together the new worship activity
boxes that can be found in the pews.

Recent Happenings at FPC
Photos—top row l to r: making
snow cones at the 3rd Sunday
all-church lunch on July 17; a
children’s moment during
Sunday worship. Middle row:
3rd Sunday lunch on July 17.
Bottom row l to r: smiling hugs
during the July 13 Silver Wings
Summer Supper; 3rd Sunday
lunch on July 17.

Recent Happenings at FPC

Photos—top row: Faith
& Flour baking group on
July 23. Bottom row
l to r: FPC Youth Group
scavenger hunt on July
10; Jacksyn does a flip
off the diving board at
the FIRST Families
splash event at Garfield
Pool July 17.

AUGUST
Tasty
Tuesday

August 9—11:30 a.m.
The Pennant
915 S Kansas Ave.
785-286-6808

Gracious God, thank you for the beauty of this day and the gift of being alive in it. Thank you for loving me, guiding me, and protecting me wherever I
go. Search my mind and heart, and clear away anything that hinders your Spirit from working in my life. Forgive me when I lose sight of all the blessings
you have given me. Bless our church and show me today how you would have me feed the hungry, give a drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger,
clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit those in prison. Teach me to love as you have loved me, that I might shine your light everywhere I am. I ask
these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The most recent and up-to-date church calendar can be found on the church website under the News tab.
FPC Daily Prayer — Pause for Prayer each day at 4 p.m.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Bob Fuller —1

Leila McKenzie — 14

John & Pat Dorsey —1

Linda Laird —2

Herman Jones — 15

Jeff & Chris Gustin — 1

Bill Nichols —3

Justin Roberts — 18

Phil & Betty Baker — 5

Jane Owen — 4

Gordon McQuere — 20

Rick & Carolyn Burton — 15

Doug Exline — 5

Shawn Mitchell — 20

Steve Townsend —5

Jerry Foster — 21

Susan Rowell — 6

Becky Foster — 23

Patty Harriman — 7

Jeff Gustin — 23

Craig & Belinda Underhill — 28

Aaron Baer — 9

Bill Baldry — 24

Jerry & Patty Foster — 31

Mary Robinson — 10

Emily McGee — 24

Rob Little — 11

Dave Huntsman — 28

Gayle Burns — 12

Mark Mueller — 29

Cathy Lutz — 12

Belinda Underhill — 30

Kathy Van Abel — 12

Kevin & Rendi Kersting — 18
Neil & Janet Weatherhogg — 23
Rob & Carolyn Little — 23
Bill & Carol Baldry — 26

