From the Heart: September 2022

by Sandra Brown

Dear Friends,
Several times over the years, I’ve heard a number of you say, “Maybe we could do more things with other
downtown churches.” We sure can!
You, your family, and your friends are invited to join us for a very special worship experience on SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 2, at Evergy Plaza on Kansas Avenue. At 10:30 a.m. that morning, we will be joining with our
friends from Grace Episcopal Cathedral, St. John AME Church, and Topeka First United Methodist Church to
celebrate World Communion Sunday together. Highlights of the service will include a combined choir with
members from all four churches, a celebration of the Lord’s Supper, and a sermon from the Rev. May Hall
of St. John AME.
We will be providing plenty of chairs, and you may also bring your own. We’ll also have plenty of free parking in the parking garage next to Evergy Plaza, and on the street, and there are restroom facilities on site.
There will be activity packets for children, and coffee and donut holes for all to enjoy after worship. In other
words...we really want you to come! Dress comfortably for the weather. In case of rain, we’ll gather at
Grace Cathedral, just west of us down 8th Street.
For those who need an earlier worship time, never fear, we will still have our 8:30 a.m. worship service in
the chapel. As I’m writing this, we do not have plans to livestream either service. Live, in-person worship
will be the only option that day, though we do plan to create a video of World Communion Sunday worship
highlights so that those of you who are unable to join us that day can at least get a glimpse later on.

Speaking of livestreaming...please help us provide a richer viewing experience for all the folks who worship
through livestreaming by sitting in the pews that are closer to the front/chancel area when you worship in
person each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. I know moving closer to the front may not be in your comfort zone, but it
looks so much better on camera! Plus...did you know that you can help Pat and me and our guest preachers
by sitting closer? It really blesses us to see your smiling faces, twinkling eyes, and heads nodding in encouragement as we’re preaching. Your presence in worship matters SO MUCH MORE than you realize!
World Communion Sunday BEGINS the month...Reformation Sunday and Trunk or Treat will wrap it up. On
Sunday, October 30 wear a kilt to worship if you have one, in honor of our Scottish heritage as Presbyterians. Later that day, at 3 p.m., join us in the parking lot of Grace Cathedral for our annual Trunk or Treat
event (once again partnering with downtown churches!). New this year: CHILI for all who help or bring
trunks!
It’s exciting to feel the Holy Spirit moving throughout our congregation, nudging us to build stronger friendships with our neighbors. Thank you for all YOU do, all you give, and all your prayers as we journey forward
together in our mission of loving God, loving neighbors, and living with purpose!
Yours in Christ,

Sandra Brown
Cover photo: On September 17, five FPC members and two staff members attended the Presbytery Education Day
held at Sunrise Presbyterian Church in Salina, Kans. Allison Brewer presented the session on children’s curriculum.
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The session hosted the triennial visit from the Presbytery of Northern Kansas, represented by Melanie
Hancock, Executive Presbyter, and Phyl Stutzman, our Committee on Ministry liaison. Each visit is
intended to maintain communication with the Presbytery office and between congregations.
A work order has been signed to repair the medallion window at the southeast corner of the sanctuary.
The window will be removed for repair when there is an opening in the Willet-Hauser work schedule,
probably 8-12 months from now.
Three elders reported their participation in the PNK Education Day, which they found to be very helpful.
Benefits packages were approved for full-time staff in time for staff to confirm arrangements at the
October deadline.
Review of the investment agreements with BOK Financial prompted some adjustments, including the
appointment of Bill Nichols, Jessica Roberts, and Roger Basinger to conduct business with the firm.
Further review is underway.
Minor revisions to the church bylaws were approved. These will be presented for approval at the
annual congregational meeting in February.
Discussions have begun regarding the purchase of a church van. A task force was appointed to research
the options.
A revised Child, Youth, and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy was approved.

Thank you from the Sooks

Help with the Blessing Box

A sincere thank you is extended to our church family for all
the prayers, cards, and good wishes extended on behalf of our
daughter Kerstin Kluck these past many months since her
accident. After spending nearly four months in hospital and
medical facilities, she has made progress and is able to walk
short distances without a walker or wheelchair and is spending increasing time without needing oxygen. We remain
grateful for her survival and are optimistic for her continued
healing.

FPC members are invited to help keep the
Blessing Box filled for our neighbors in
need by signing up to pick up a
pre-filled bag from the church office and
stock the box on their selected day.

Sincerely,
Carol & Ken Sook

October
Tasty Tuesday
October 11
11:30 a.m.
Johnny’s Tavern
2821 SW Fairlawn
Topeka, KS
785-329-5541

You can sign up online at this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10c0d4aa4ac2ca3f8c25-fill to volunteer, or
call the church office and Melissa can help
you get signed up.

FIRST Families

by Allison Brewer

Sunday School is Back in Full Swing
We are back into the swing of children’s Sunday School with two classes meeting at 9:30 a.m. each week. Roger Basinger and Jessica Roberts lead our 1st through 5th graders through fun Bible lessons with
videos and activities in room 102. Our younger disciples (Kindergarten
and younger) are invited to room 104 for fellowship and play time
with a short lesson offered each week. There will not be Sunday
school or childcare offered on October 2, however, families are
encouraged to attend worship at 8:30 a.m. in the chapel or join in the
World Communion Sunday worship service at Evergy Plaza at 10:30 that day. Activity bags for children will
be provided.
Trunk-or-Treat October 30
Join us as we and our neighbor churches once again combine forces to provide a safe and fun Halloween
experience to our community. Volunteers are needed to provide trunks and hand out candy from 3:00 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m. at Grace Episcopal Cathedral. Contact Allison if you would like to donate candy or need help
decorating your trunk to add to the fun. We ask that you plan to arrive by 2:30 p.m. and stay until the
crowds have subsided to help keep children safe from traffic. Grace Episcopal will host volunteers and their
families with a chili dinner following the event. To sign up online to provide a trunk you can visit this link:
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4AA4AC2CA3F8C25-community.
Children’s Bible Retreat
Children in 3rd through 6th grades are invited to join FIRST Families in a Bible Retreat on Sunday, November
6, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the church. Students are encouraged to bring their own Bibles as we learn all
about this important book. We will dive into the who, what, when, where, and why of the Bible through
games, videos, and activities. We will wrap up our learning with a time of fun and fellowship. Please contact
Allison Brewer at abrewer@fpctopeka.org or 785-233-9601, ext. 106 with any questions and to register
your child to be a part of this great event.
Photos: Everyone was very excited when children’s Sunday School resumed for the school year on September 18!

5-Sunday Drive for Matthew 25
We’re demonstrating our commitment to Matthew
25 this fall by gathering coats, jackets, and canned
food to distribute to our friends and neighbors in
need!
From now through Oct. 9, please bring new, or
gently used and clean, coats and jackets to the church.

New WIBW Broadcast Time on Sundays
Our WIBW worship broadcast time has changed to 9 a.m. on
Sundays! Tune in on Sundays at 9 a.m. to enjoy a 30-minute broadcast
of the previous week's worship service. Be sure to drop us a note and
let us know you joined us in worship!

Save These Dates for Noon Noels!
We’re so excited that Noon Noels will be back
this year with a meal being served before and
after the musical performances.

November 30, December 7 & December 14
We’ll need lots of volunteers this year, so
watch for more information
coming soon on how you can
sign up to help!

Meet Your FPC Deacons
Your FPC Deacons are responsible for many details
and connections surrounding the daily and Sunday
activities of the church, primarily supporting evangelism and fellowship. The board of deacons is a group
of 15 ordained and installed officers accountable to
session.
Deacons provide staffing for the front desk on Sunday
mornings and refreshments after worship, as well as
celebrating monthly birthdays each first Sunday. They
are also responsible for hosting receptions after memorial services. Deacons try to keep in contact with
those who worship at FPC by reaching out through
personal visits, phone calls or sending a note. Birthday cards are sent to members aged 90 and older.
Through notes, telephone calls, and sometimes personal visits, a special committee of deacons and other
church members known as Caring Friends works to
express loving concern to those who are ill, hospitalized or have had a death in the family. Notes of congratulations are sent when there are weddings, new
babies, birthdays, and anniversaries to be celebrated.

The prayer shawl ministry also falls under the deacon
umbrella. The deacons help identify those who worship at FPC who are in need of love, attention, and
care and provide them with a prayer shawl. Prayer
shawls are infused with love and prayers as they are
made and are also available to coworkers, family
members, and friends in need of support and care.
Deacons also oversee the FPC medical equipment
library and keep equipment up-to-date and in working
order. They maintain an equipment checkout system
through the front desk at church.

Pam Carmichael
Class of 2023
Favorite hobby: Golf
Why I like being a deacon:
I love giving back to the
church that I have been a
member of since I moved
to Topeka 26 years ago.
Favorite Bible verse: John 3:16-17

Andrea Conlee
Class of 2024
Favorite hobby: I love to
make quilts.
Why I like being a deacon:
Helping and supporting
others. Church is about
community and helping
others and I really enjoy it.
Favorite Bible verse: Genesis 1:1-31

Hank Ernst
Class of 2024
Secretary

Any worshipper who requests transportation to church
services is contacted by a deacon on the transportation committee and efforts are made to find compatible rider and driver combinations.

Favorite hobby: Anything I
can do outside—
backpacking, canoeing,
managing our Missouri
farm.

“Our deacons are the hands and feet of Christ,” said
Pastor Sandra Stogsdill Brown. They help us fulfill our
Matthew 25 calling though all the things they do to
help us welcome the stranger. They lead the way in
making us a warmer, more hospitable congregation.
They are amazing!”

Why I like being a deacon: When I serve others
I’m renewed. I quickly realize my concerns are
minor compared to those sometimes face by
others.
Favorite Bible verse: Matthew 7:12.

Jason Fish

Jeff Gustin

Class of 2024

Class of 2023
Moderator

Favorite hobby: I enjoy anything outdoors—camping,
fishing, hiking, etc.
Why I like being a deacon:
It’s important to spread the
word of Jesus Christ. If I can
help even one person I
consider it a victory.
Favorite Bible verse: Matthew 7:14

Susan Frydrych Palmer
Class of 2025
Favorite hobby: Competitive
tennis, painting, and baking.
Why I like being a deacon: I
love serving my church and
the community.
Favorite Bible verse:
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Favorite hobby: I enjoy
sports, organizing activities,
and vegetable gardening.
Why I like being a deacon:
As deacons we are the
hands and feet of the
church. I enjoy helping with church events and
working around the church.
Favorite Bible verse: Matthew 7:12

Gayle Hunter
Class of 2024
Favorite hobby:
Photography
Why I like being a deacon:
I like bringing a smile to
people’s faces and making
someone feel happy, even
if it’s just for a moment.
Favorite Bible verse: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

John Gould
Class of 2023
Vice Moderator
Favorite hobby: Reading and
studying about the relationship of life as we know it and
experience it to the revelation of God in scripture. I also
enjoy singing in harmony.
Why I like being a deacon: I enjoy serving
and talking to and getting to know people.
Favorite Bible verse: Romans 8:31

Julie Jensen
Class of 2024
Favorite hobby: I’m an
avid quilter and I really
also enjoy hiking, biking,
and gardening.
Why I like being a deacon: It’s an opportunity to
be of service and to help
our church and the
people who worship here.
Favorite prayer: I want to share my favorite
prayer—the Serenity Prayer by American theologian Reinhold Neibuhr.

Meet Your FPC Deacons (continued)
Julie Lady

Claudia Perney

Class of 2025

Class of 2023

Favorite hobby: I enjoy
anything outside—walking,
hiking, golf, skiing, chickenkeeping.

Favorite hobby: I enjoy
walking outside and taking
exercise classes.

Why I like being a deacon:
It gives me a chance to
know church members on a deeper level.

Why I like being a deacon:
It’s nice to help others.
Favorite Bible verse: Psalm 23.

Favorite Bible verse: Philippians 2:1-11

Susan Rowell
Linda Mets
Class of 2025
Favorite hobby:
Cooking
Why I like being a deacon:
I enjoy doing something for
the church. It’s my way to
serve.
Favorite Bible verse:
Genesis 9:13

Class of 2025
Favorite hobby:
Working and creating with
fused glass. I enjoy experimenting with combinations
of colors and textures.
Why I like being a deacon:
I enjoy meeting new people and working with a
team that is dedicated to supporting the life of
the church through strengthening evangelism
and fellowship opportunities.
Favorite Bible verse:
John 3:16

Kathy Pauls
Class of 2025
Favorite hobby: Reading,
knitting, and cross-stitch
Why I like being a deacon:
Getting to know church
members better. Maybe
helping or encouraging
someone else. Sending
letters and cards is something I like to do that
means a lot to people who don’t get much mail.
Favorite Bible verse: 1 John 3:1

Warren Watson
Class of 2023
Favorite hobby: I enjoy
sports and love to play golf
and watch college and NFL
football.
Why I like being a deacon:
Because we are all God’s
people and working as a
team to perform the work of our church and
community.

Favorite prayer: Joshua 1:9

Recent Happenings at FPC
Photos: (left column) The Welcome Back all-church breakfast on
September 17 was hosted by the Fellowship Team; (right column)
The FPC Youth Group enjoyed a picnic hosted by Marty Snyder at
her home on September 18.

Stephen Ministry Message

by John Dorsey

Life keeps moving and it is not always what we expect or want. “You are only as old as you feel and think,”
is a popular adage, and often, numerical age is not an accurate indicator of how an individual feels and lives
their life. Some myths about aging include: older people are set in their ways, older people are becoming
senile, old means frail, losses for older people do not hurt as much, older people have a simpler life with
fewer problems, and loss of sexual desire occurs with aging.
All people, and especially older and elderly people, need others to listen to them in an engaged and caring
manner. Active and sincere listening shows care, respect, and gives them a sense of value. Don’t you, yourself, want respect and to be listened to and feel a sense of value? When you need or want someone to
listen to you, a Stephen Minister is available for you. Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of training on how
to really listen to people. If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, please contact one of our leaders: John Dorsey (jwdorsey_48@yahoo.com or 785-845-1177), Jane Owen (janeowen55@icloud.com or
785-224-7082), Sandra Brown (sbrown@fpctopeka.org or 785-233-9601, ext. 108), or Pat Yancey
(pyancey@fpctopeka.org or 785-233-9601, ext. 101). They will connect you with a Stephen Minister who
will really listen.

October Update from Doorstep
Happy fall! Work has begun on our new HVAC system—thank you to everyone who donated
towards our 55th Anniversary Fund to make this upgrade possible! The staff and volunteers have begun
working on our annual Doorstep Christmas Adoption Project. We will adopt 260 households with 800+
Individuals from the Christmas Bureau again this year. What we really need right now are school supplies,
especially as they go on clearance, and full-sized hygiene items to make the health kits. We need to have
all of these items assembled and ready to hand out by Thanksgiving. This will allow us to focus on other
aspects of the distribution process.
We need to collect the following items in October
School Supplies: backpacks, spiral notebooks, folders, notebook paper (150-200 sheets), pens, pencils,
crayons (24 count), 12-inch rulers, scissors, erasers, highlighters, markers, pencil sharpeners, and glue sticks.
Last year we provided school supplies for the second half of the year for 273 children.
Hygiene items for the health kits: We have lots of towels—what we need now are the items that go inside.
We need shampoo, conditioner (2 in
1 bottles are okay), bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs,
brushes, and deodorant (full-sized
items only please). We will make 260
kits to provide for 800+ individuals.
Please bring donations to the south
door at Doorstep at 1119 SW 10th
Ave, Topeka, KS 66604. Our office
hours are Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Please let us know when you drop off
your donations that they are for
Christmas!

FPC Daily Prayer — Pause for Prayer each day at 4 p.m.: Gracious God, thank you for the beauty of this day and the gift of being alive in it. Thank you for loving me,
guiding me, and protecting me wherever I go. Search my mind and heart, and clear away anything that hinders your Spirit from working in my life. Forgive me when I
lose sight of all the blessings you have given me. Bless our church and show me today how you would have me feed the hungry, give a drink to the thirsty, welcome the
stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit those in prison. Teach me to love as you have loved me, that I might shine your light everywhere I am. I ask these
things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The most recent and up-to-date church calendar can be found on the church website under the News tab.

October 2022
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Ed Petrik — 3

Jennifer Wolff — 14

Chris Gustin — 23

Claire Edmonds — 4

Tammy Mitchell — 15

Walt Menninger — 23

Jane & Jim Owen — 2

Elise Edmonds — 4

Marge Robards — 15

Dallin Fish — 24

Carolyn & James Fitzgerald — 13

Rick Friedstrom — 4

Beth Watson — 15

Pam Gray — 24

Carol & Ken Sook — 13

Joe Mumford — 4

Vernie Covert — 17

Kevin Kersting — 24

Linda & Michael Hall — 14

Laurel Reser — 6

Rod Crawford — 17

James Fitzgerald — 25

Rosalie & Tom Zamzow — 18

Katherine McKenzie — 7

Cherrie Weise — 17

Gayle Hunter — 25

Mary Alice Huntsman — 11

Donald Messer — 18

Scott McKenzie — 25

Parker Stroud — 12

Pam Schauer — 18

Dick Adams — 26

David Adams — 13

Jeanene Hoover — 19

Emily Dicus — 26

Lyall Ford — 13

Alan Apel — 21

Linda Hall — 26

Melissa Renick — 13

Roberta Schultz — 22

Brandon Adams — 30

Patty Foster — 14

Roger Basinger — 23

Marlene Geyser — 31

